SECRET

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EMPOWERED
GROUP OF MINISTERS HELD ON 28™ MAY, 2008 UNDER
THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE,
HON'BLE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TO DISCUSS
THE ISSUES RELATED TO COMMERCIAL UTILIZATION
OF GAS UNDER NEW EXPLORATION LICENSING POLICY

NELP).

The Empowered Groﬁp of Ministers (EGoM) met on 28.5.2008
to decide issues pertaining to commercial utilization of ga‘s under the
New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP). The list of participants is

at Annex I.

2 The EGoM considered the “Concept paper on Gas
Utilization Policy” circulated by MOP&NG, Secretary (P&NG)
mentioned that the proposals have been formulated keeping in mind

the fact that natural gas is an exhaustible resource and the need for

promoting conservation in its use and maximizing value addition to

the economy. After detailed discussions, EGoM took the following

decisions.

a)  As a matter of general policy, natural gas produced /

imported in the country should be stripped of its higher

w


















